Manchester Geological Association

Williamson Building, University of Manchester
Wednesday 11th December 2013 – 6.15pm for 7.00pm
Mining the Yard Seam in New Mills in the 18th and 19th Centuries
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The Coal Measures in the New Mills area are preserved  in the Goyt syncline as an elongate structure trending north-south for several miles in which the most widely worked seam is the Yard or Bassy.
The first serious mining took place in the first half of the eighteenth century on the Ollersett and Beard Moors rising to over 1000 feet on the eastern flank of the syncline where the Yard seam is near the surface. There are an extraordinary large number of tiny pits which were worked under a partnership of three men. The production of coal for every week and its value is recorded in a unique account book, a total of over 162,000 baskets (corves) spread over 46 years.

In the nineteenth century, as the demand for coal increased, coal mining moved downslope and a number of mines operated shafts with winding and pumping engines. Faults result in these pits being of varying depth. With just one seam no thicker than 3 feet, mining was mostly done on the pillar and stall method working up to the mine boundary and then back ‘robbing’ the stalls. There are some interesting leases of this time issued by the Duchy of Lancaster which held the mineral rights of land which was once part of the Royal Forest of the Peak.
Once railway connection was made with the Sheffield region in the late nineteenth century, competition from higher quality coal brought about the closure of New Mills mines, although some drift mines continued into the twentieth century. As the mines closed, abandonment plans were made of the workings and there are a large number of these providing valuable and interesting information.  There are a number of instances of the legacy of coal mines still to be seen in the region.
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Derek’s books on the “Coal Mines of New Mills” and the “Coal Mines of Marple and Mellor,” both recently published, will be on sale for £7.50.

Coffee, tea and mince pies will be available from 6.15pm in the rest area on the first floor.

